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The ASEAN Foreign Ministers had a full and frank discussion on
the political situation in Myanmar. They were briefed by Myanmar Foreign
Minister Nyan Win on recent political developments, including the
constitutional referendum in May 2008 and preparations for general elections to
be held in 2010.

The Foreign Ministers expressed their deep disappointment that
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's detention under house arrest had been extended by the
Myanmar Government. They repeated the call by ASEAN Leaders for the
release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other political detainees, as part of
Myanmar's national reconciliation process. The Foreign Ministers reiterated
their view that the Myanmar Government should engage in a meaningful
dialogue with all political groups, and work towards a peaceful transition to
democracy in the near future.

The ASEAN Foreign Ministers also encouraged Myanmar to
continue working closely with the Good Offices of the UN Secretary-General
and his Special Advisor Ibrahim Gambari in ensuring an inclusive process
towards national reconciliation. They stressed the importance of Professor
Gambari's work in helping Myanmar move forward. They welcomed the
Myanmar Government’s invitation last week to Professor Gambari to visit
Myanmar in August 2008 and reiterated their call for Myanmar to extend its
fullest cooperation to Professor Gambari. They urged the Myanmar government
to give him access to senior leaders and to facilitate meetings with the widest
possible range of contacts, including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.
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